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1. PFollowing the failurs of the Typesetters® strike, acheduled for 21 November 1948,
4 number of commmist typesettera, including Satd-al-Din Nuninah, Pu'ad Nasire
al-Din, and Najib Shalhub Habib Latif, met and discussed the Lebanese
government'e actions apainst the Commmnist Party, aocusing the government
of acting under the influence of "Anglo-american imperialistat, '

In retaliation, these men decided to resort to violence and ordered g number
of typesatters to destroy the printing presses of al~Telecraph, aleYawm

and al-Zuman as an exarple and a threat to tho typesetters of other
newsgpapers to induce them to Join the proposed Typesetters' Union strike.
The printing press of al-Tel was ordered destroyed bacause two of

its typesetters are brothers 5 E&wﬁ.q Faghali, lsader of the anti-Commmist
typesetters. The presses of al-Yawn and al-Zaman were ordered destroyed
becsuse the typesettars of these papers are members of Faghali's Union,

2. The presses of al-~Yamm and al~-Zaman howéver,wers not deatroyed because of
previous police protection Whleh had bean obtained by their omers, -
Nasib Matni, editor of al-Tel hs on the other hand, took no precsutionary
measures because he fdrﬂﬁfe%%od relations with the Commnists and

3. On 2k and 25 November the Communists visited various printing presses and
talked to the workers. The Communist Sections also held numerous
concerning preparations for a new Typesetters® strike to be followed by .
strikes of other Unions. The Commnist Party also decided to launch an
all-out campaign against Tawfiq Faghd.tlwho now controls approximstely
half of Beirut's 652 typesetters, Tha mmnists also attempted to lessen
Faghalits influence by spreading rumors to the effect that Fapghali is an
ageut of the Lebanese Sureté and of the French Intelligence.

e
soceneat 0.~ L0
* ; \‘\
¥® CHANGE in (1 N v
0 Clags. Q/ 2 |

DECLASSIFL

i 1

- CLASSIFICATION CONF
STATE X | navy I NsRa ]
ARMY | am "I rmi

His] DISTRIBY

r 4

CONFIDENTIAL -

Approved For Release 1999/09/08 : CIA-RDP82-00457R002200310009-8



k.

Se

6.

7.

Approved For Release 1999/09/08 : CIA-RDP82-00457R002200310009-8

T CONFIDENHAE—

OIS — 25X1A2g

CENTRAL INTEI.LIOENCE AGENCY -
2=

On 27 Novenber Tawfiq Faghali wst with Richard Harfush, & senior employee
of the Electric Company,and disecussed the possgibility of having the
Electric Company's Workers'! Union either leave the Federation of Unilons
{Ittihad al=-'Ummal) to join Faghali's League of Unions (Jami'at ale'Ummal)
or remain neutral in the struggle between the tmo. This suggestion was
backed by Harfush and Pierre Sayigh, another company employeoj,as well

as by Louls Sa'adeh, an influential member of the Elsctric Company's
Workess' Union and a frrmer member of that Union's Council who was
interested in withdrer/ing from the Federatlion of Unions becausé the
Courrunlsts had preveated his reelection to the Couneil of Electrie
Company?s Workera' ‘Jnion,

%he non-Communis?, typesstters, representing a majority of typesetters of the
most influentia’. papers in Belrut, pet on 28 November and elected the

goilmdng offi sers for the newly-licensed Typesetters' and Bookbinders®
Inion:

Tanfi/y Faghali Preaident. Works on al-Amal,

Muh#.amad All Falhru Vice-President. Works on al-Kashshaf.
Edrond Khuri Secretary. Vorks on gl-Zaman.

K.imil Abyad Assistant Secretary. Viorks on al-Kashshaf.
"fuhammad Maghribl Treasurer. Vorks on al-Kashshaf,

Jean 'Awn Assistant Treasurer. Works on al~Hadith.

Tae following were elected menbers of an advisory commities of this Unlon:
\
Jibrail Faghali 0f al-Telegraph (Jibrail is Tawfiq Faghali's

bmm)n
Zakhya Mudawwar Of al-B .
Arif Jamal 0f =Y ann.

Ra'if Daghestani of al-Ruwwad.
Parid Nujayyim - 0f al=Amal,
Munir Jamal-al-Din O0f Gl-Rashshaf.

Provieions ware made to add to the Counclil members of the newspapers Beirut
and al-Nahar, as well as merbers of the Jesuit printing press. These
members wo be appointed during the term by the Constitutional Coureil.

The following is a list of unions belonging to the League of Unions, as of
the end of Novexber: .

Mechanics?® Union
 Pastry Workers! Union

Vegetable Merchants! Workera!' Union
Sailors' and Port Vorkers! Union, .
Cinema Worksrs' Union

Tobacconists! Union

Private Drivers! Union

Upholatererts Union

Needle Workers' Union

Gasnaline Dealers®! Union

Typesetters' and Bookbinders' Union
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8. The following is a list of Unions belonging to the Federation of Unions
as of the end of Noveuber: era/ of ’

Electrical Company Workers' Union
Carpenters! Union ’
Typesetters' Union

Wood Polishera' Union

Cookst! Union

Masons' Union,
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